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than those of the Government. The Government
could have obtained statistics as detailed, if not
more so, than those collected by Florence from
officials all over India. But the authorities had
not in the past required returns, and they did not
trouble to make special investigation unless
compelled to do so.

Florence had agitated for reform in the British
army at home and abroad, and had carried
through a large part of her measures. Now
she demanded an almost entire revision of the
system of administration in India, and it was a
scheme far more extensive frhan anything she had
previously attempted, The project was too vast,
and it is not surprising that she made little pro-
gress. Three-quarters of a century after die
advanced her proposals, many of them still remain
to be brought into effect, but many others have
since been adopted. If Florence Nightingale
failed in her own day9 she blazed the trail for new
generations of Indian reformers.

The Government departments looked, upon her
as a pest* and it k not difficult fe> find dbe

tion of their attitude. The potitkal cbiefe had
often no interest in the adinmistrativc skieof tfaeir
work, and, in office for onfy a few years, could not
obtain a thorough grasp of the duties of a great
department of State, even if they had the wilt
The permanent officials wane overworked as weffl
as underpaid, and the many suggestions made by
Florence entailed additional labour far them,
When she saw a fault in a system ebc set about